
Handout:	Discount	Decorating	(VBS	2021)	

Worship  Rally  D ig  S ite  
For the hole: use binder clips to clip several shallow boxes 
together. Cover the boxes with brown paper and insert a 
bamboo skewer into each intersection. Use orange cord to 
connect the skewers, creating a grid. Tie flagging tape to 
plungers to cordon off the hole.  

 

Wall 

• Boxes 
• Brown paint 
• Brush 

 

Lay the boxes flat. Paint a brown boarder around all 6 sides. Go back in with the paint and round the 
corners and add a few highlights. Offset the boxes when you stack them. 

 

Small  Jug 

• Bottle with handle 
• Small cup 
• Masking tape 
• Raffia  
• Crayon 

Tape the cup to the top of the bottle. Cover the whole bottle and cup with little, torn pieces of masking 
tape. Rub the crayon over the tape. Wrap the handle with a length of raffia. Add a few rings of raffia 
around the neck of the bottle. 

 

Large Pottery 

• Ball 
• 3 buckets 
• Tape 
• Tissue paper 
• Mod Podge® 
• Paint 
• Raffia  

Tape the bottom of the ball in one bucket, then tape another bucket up-side down over the top of the 
ball. Tape the third bucket to the bottom of the inserted bucket. 

Cover the entire sculpture with tape. Decoupage tissue paper over the entire pot. You may want to 
tint the decoupage medium with a little paint. Add raffia around the neck of the pottery. 
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Pop-Up Canopy 

Put the pop-up canopy over a table for Mess Tent Snacks. The canopy would also be 
good to use over the Dig Site for Worship Rally, or for the tent in Bible Study. 

 

Bible  Study Tent  
• Tension rod 
• Plastic table cover 

Use a tension rod to hang a rectangular plastic tablecloth in 
the door of the Bible Study room. Cut a slit in the front panel 
and pull back to either side creating a door. Hang a round 
plastic table cover from the ceiling in the center of the room.  

OPTION: Hang a game parachute in the room to create the tent. 

 

Missions Market 
• Place a TV and DVD player on one side of the focal wall. 
• Use fishing line to hang a rod about a foot above the TV. Hang a second 

rod just above the top of the TV about a foot in front of the first rod.  
• Drape a length of fabric over the rods to create an awning. 

Crate 

• Cardboard box 
• Masking tape 
• Craft knife 
• Brown crayon 

 
Tape a length of masking tape around the top of a 
cardboard box. Use another piece of tape to go around the 
bottom. Also apply tape to each corner. Use a craft knife to 
cut out the box between the pieces of tape. Use a crayon 
to draw woodgrain on the tape. Fill the crate with paper 
shred and artificial fruits and vegetables. 

 

Parchment 

• Large, tan paper 
• Printer 
• Tea bag  
• Candle and lighter 
• Ventilated area 

Print the verse on the paper, then use a tea bag to stain. While the scroll is wet, tear the edges. Use a 
lighted candle to scorch the edges. This is best done over the kitchen sink with the kitchen vent open. 
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Artifact  Crafts  S ign:  Print “Artifact Crafts” on a large piece of cream-
colored paper. Blot a tea bag randomly over the paper to stain. Use Mod 
Podge® to glue the paper to foam insulation. When dry, use a craft knife to 
trim some of the insulation away to create the look of broken pottery. 

 

Display Markers 

Print the title on plain paper and insert it in a small acrylic frame turned up-side 
down. Place the frame on its side in front of the displayed item.  

 

Hologram  

• Clear, acrylic display stand 
• Small box 
• Tap light  
• Waxed paper 
• Fabric 
• Colored pencils  

 

Hologram: Print the hologram from clipart onto paper that will fit your frame. Lay a piece of waxed 
paper over the picture. Trace the lines onto the waxed paper. Cut away any waxed paper that does 
not have lines. Cut out the vase and attach it to the waxed paper and put it in the display stand. Place 
a piece of fabric over a small box. Place a tap light in the box. Set the frame over the tap light. 

 

Desert  Cave  Music :  Create a cave around the door using crumpled 
brown paper. Hang paper from the ceiling to create stalactites. Make 
stalagmites by covering a cone with brown paper. 

 

Scroll  Jar: Cut a chip can in half. Cut the center section from another chip 
can. Tape the center section between the top and bottom of the other can. 
Tape a small plastic cap in the center of the chip can lid. Cover the lid and the 
can with pieces of masking tape. Rub a crayon over the tape. 

 

To fit inside the scroll jar: cut some textured paper and glue a dowel to each 
end. Glue wooden knobs to the end of each dowel to create finials. 

  

Dig Log: Print a sticker saying, “Dig Log” to place on the front of a 
journal with an elastic band. 
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Pith Helmet 

Paper plate 
• Paper bowl 
• Cord 
• Hole punch & reinforcing stickers 
• Cord 
• Wooden bead 
• Tape 

 

Put the bowl in the center of the plate and trace around it. Cut out the circle a little smaller than the 
bowl, so that the rim of the bowl will set inside. Use a long-reach hole punch to punch 2 vent holes on 
each side of the bowl. Color the hole reinforcing stickers brown and place one over each hole. Place 
narrow tape across the front. Fold the cord and insert it through a wooden bead. Glue the other ends 
of the cord to the plate to create the chin strap.  

 

Column 

• Contact paper 
• Cardboard tube 
• Boxes 
• Permanent markers 

Cover the boxes and the tube with contact paper. 
Place one box on the top. Cut a circle in the other 
box and insert the other end of the tube through 
the hole. Use a permanent maker to add cracks. 

 

		 	

		 	


