WHAT | S Thi s SERVANTHOCD EVANCELI SM Anyway ?

Ser vant hood Evangel i sm Defi ned

Servant hood evangel i sm i nvol ves i/ ntentionally sharing

Chri st by nodeling biblical servanthood. |1t is the

sinmpl est, nost transferable, and yes, nost fun approach for
nmovi ng believers closer to a biblical |ifestyle marked by
consi stent w t nessi ng.

Ser vant hood Evangel i sm Descri bed

Servant hood evangel i smis a conbi nation of sinple acts of
ki ndness and i ntentional personal evangelism The concept
is as old as the New Testanment. Like many profound truths,
this one is so sinple it is easily mssed: Get a group of
bel i evers, say for instance at a | ocal church, and begin
practicing sinple acts of kindness with an intentional aim
toward evangelism In many cases, such acts of kindness
open the door for the greatest act of kindness a Christian
can give: the GOSPEL.

Under st and what ki ndness neans. It does not nean telling
peopl e what they want to hear so they will feel good about
t hensel ves. Servant hood evangeli sminvol ves nore than nere
acts of kindness. There are valuable mnistries, such as
taking a | oaf of bread to newconers, and others, which are
hel pful, but they are not explicitly evangelistic.

Servant hood evangelismis intentionally evangelistic,

t hough by no neans does it seek to coerce in a negative
sense. Wen doi ng an act of kindness, the w tness says, “I
am doing this to show the |Iove of Jesus in a practica
way.” Then, as the Holy Spirit opens the door, usually

t hrough the individual responding “why are you doing this
or that,” the one performng the act of servanthood has a
captive audi ence and proceeds to share their conversion
testinmony coupled with the gospel presentation. If the

ot her person is not open for discussion, the w tness goes
no further, except to offer a gospel tract, literature, or
prayer. However, experience reveals that servanthood
evangelismall ows a presentation of Christ nore than tw ce
as often as sinply presenting Christ to a stranger. Think
about it, wouldn't it be a cruel gesture to offer to wash
soneone’s car and fail to tell them about the Water of
life? To give a light bulb without telling of the Light of
the worl d? To clean a toilet without telling about the only
One who can cleanse a person’s heart from sin?

For exanpl e, Southeastern Baptist Theol ogical Sem nary in
Wake Forest, N. C., uses this approach in its personal



evangel i smcl asses. Part of class is used as a | aboratory
with the students venturing out in small groups to
evangel i ze. Some students have chosen to purchase sodas and
give themto passers-by in the town’ s business district.

O hers go door-to-door in older conmunities with 9-volt
batteries to check residents’ snoke detectors. One student
doing this was able to | ead a person to Christ for the
first tinme in his life-was he ever excited! Another group
may have a free car wash (FREE-no noney accepted) at a

| ocal church, mall, grocery store, or the parking lot of a
departnent store such as Wal-Mart or K-Mart. Patrons wll
usually try to give noney, but the students refuse. Their
response is always, “W’re sinply showi ng the | ove of
Christ in a practical way.” At one of the car washes, a man
froma H ndu background was saved.

Keep in mnd, servant hood evangelism means intentionally
sharing Ghrist by nodel i ng bi blical servanthood.

Sonme bel i evers have gone door-to-door, giving away free
[ight bulbs: “You |l probably have a light bulb go out
sonmetime, so here’s one,” they say. “By the way, did you
know that Jesus said He is the light of the world? It is
amazi ng to see how responsi ve peopl e becone as the result
of a sinple gift or act of servanthood.

The sane testinonies can be nultiplied one-hundredfold
across Anerica and the world by congregations, student

m ni stries, denom nati onal agencies, youth groups, and many
ot hers who have adopt ed servant hood evangelismas a node of
intentionally sowi ng and reapi ng the gospel seed. Wether
feeding quarters into a washing nachine at a Laundromat ™
to share the gospel, washing car w ndshields at the mall,
giving away coffee or sodas at |ocal stores, going door-to-
door with packages of m crowave popcorn with the note
attached “Pop in and see us sonetine,” or providing free
gift wapping for a local store at Christmas, servanthood
evangel i sm provi des an effective approach to intentionally
share one’'s faith in today' s contenporary cul ture.

Above expl anation was taken directly fromthe newy revised and updat ed
version of the Servant hood Evangel i sm Manual, by David Wieel er & Alvin
Reid, NAMB, 1999 & 2004. The nmanual has hundreds of creative SE ideas
and i s avail abl e through the North American M ssion Board.




